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Community Groups Join Together to Offer San Jose
Candidates’ Forum

Over adozen diverse community organizations are sponsoring a candidates forum for the
San Jose City Council Districts 7 and 9 and Mayoral elections. The event is planned for
Tuesday, January 29, 2002 from 7-9 p.m. at the Santa Clara Valley Water District
(SCVWD) Board Room, 5700 Almaden Expressway, San Jose, CA.

Chris Elias, Vice President of the San Jose/Silicon Valley Branch of the NAACP, states,
“The Florida experience has taught all of us avery good lesson that no vote should be left
uncast. This community forum is about voter empowerment to spur voter education and
voter participation.”

Organization of Chinese Americans — Silicon Valley chapter President Gilbert Wong says,
“San Jose isthe third largest city in the state of Californiaand has arich diversity of
cultures. Thus, we would like to educate the voters on issues and candidates that affect the
African American, Asian Pacific Islander and Hispanic communities.”

Jackie Maruhashi, Staff Attorney for the Asian Law Alliance, adds, “The Asian Pacific
American community was severely fragmented in the State Assembly Redistricting process
due to afew politicians who wanted to protect their incumbency. Therefore, it iscritically
important for our community to learn about the candidates. We cannot afford to vote into
office politicians who place their own preservation before the interests of our community.”

A panel of media representatives will ask the candidates questions. Confirmed panelists
include Hilbert Morales, Publisher of EI Observador; Mike Zapler, a San Jose Mercury
News reporter; Joseph Lin, World Journal newspaper reporter; and Brenda Huang, reporter
for the Sng Tao Daily newspaper.

Candidates from other council districts and county positions will also be invited to this
event. They will be given atime period in the Forum to give a very brief presentation on
themselves and their campaigns.

- more —

Website: http://www.sanjosenaacp.org

Email: NAACP@sanjosenaacp.org



The current co-sponsors of the candidates forum are:

Asian American Public Policy Institute (AAPPI)

Asian Law Alliance (ALA)

Berryessa Citizens Advisory Council (BCAC)

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce — Silicon Valley

Japanese American Citizens League — San Jose (JACL)

Latina Coalition of Silicon Valley

Mexican American Political Association (MAPA)

Organization of Chinese Americans - Silicon Valley (OCA)

National Congress of Viethamesein America(NCVA)

National Viethamese American Voters League - Northern California Chapter
San José/Silicon Valey NAACP

Silicon Valley African-American Democratic Coalition

Silicon Valley Asian Pacific American Democratic Club (SVAPADC)
Vision New America, Inc.

Vietnamese American Chamber of Commerce (VACC)

Vietnamese American Democratic Caucus (VADC)

Vietnamese American Public Affairs Committee (VPAC)

Vietnamese American Professionals Alliance (VAPA)



